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1.. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. 



2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: on page 3/ line. 14, "complementary" is misspelled 
(note also claim 7, line 2) . On page 3, line 20, "mechanism 
further includes" is grammatically improper. On page 6, line 5, 
—the— should be inserted after "from". On line 19 of page 6, 
— T8— should be inserted after the word "transistor".. On page 
12, line 20, "84" should be changed to -94-. On page 14, the 
fourth line from the bottom, "10" should be changed to —no—. 
On page 15, line 3, "have also" should be changed to —also 
have—. On the second to last line of page 17, "the" is 
misspelled. On page 18, line 16, "130 the latch 110" is 
grammatically improper, as' is "state represented Vdd" on line 24 
of page 18. On page 19, line 6, "132" appears to be incorrect, 
and on the last line of page 19, "Accordingly" should be 
deleted. • • . 

3. The drawings are objected to because in Fig. 4, reference 
numeral 82 should be pointing to a MUX (not to the signal line 
connected- between the output of pass gates 126, 128 and the gate' 



Application/Control Number: 10/643,283 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2816 • 

terminal of FET T6) . Also in Fig. 4, te additional logic 112 
reference numeral is not pointing to NAND gate 122, and. thus is ' 
inconsistent with the specification at page 15, line 14. A 
proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

4. The claims are objected to because of the following 
informalities: in claim 1, line 1, "a" should be changed to ■ 
—an integrated- (note also line 1 of claim 9) . in claim 2, , 
"said first circuit" and "said second circuit" should be changed 
to —said first circuit component-and —said second circuit 
component-, respectively (note also that claim 30 needs the 
same change). In claim 8, line 1, '"said feedback path" lacks 
antecedent basis. In claim 10, line 2, "leakage paths" lacks 
clear antecedent basis because a leakage path has already been 
recited (e.g., see claim 1) and thus claim 10 should recite 
"additional leakage paths" if this is in fact what applicant 
means in claim 9. The same type of problem exists for "any 
remaining unblocked leakage paths" in claim 11, "means for ' 
blocking said path" in claim 12 (see claim 1, line 3), "means 
for blocking leakage paths" in claim 14, line 3, etc. In claim 
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20, "said data path" lacks antecedent basis. Also note that 
"said master cell" in claim 10 lacks antecedent basis. 

5. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as - 
the invention. 

The phrase "via one or more of said HVT transistors" is 
vague and indefinite, i.e., it cannot be determined what is 
meant by reciting that the leakage paths through the LVT 
transistors are blocked "via" the HVT transistors. . Where is 
this supported in the drawings and specification? 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or ' 

, "^/rrhe dL 1 " ? ybli f USe .^ onsale - this country, .ore than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4,. 13 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Chappell et al . ' 

Note Fig. 8, where the recited "electrical path" reads on 
the current path from the power supply terminal, through FET 
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QS3, Q2 and FET QS4 to ground; the recited blocking means reads 
on the combination of FETs QS3 and inverter 82 (which are part 
of a feedback path within the IC of Fig. 8); the recited first 
and second circuit components" read on FETs QS 3 and inverter 82; 
the recited "means for preserving data" reads on the half latch 
formed by FET QS3 and inverter 82; and the limitation of claim 
4 is met by the discussion of the. "stand-by" state/mode (see 
column 7, line 64) . In Fig. 8 of Chappell etal,. when the input 
to inverter 82 is logic "0", its output is logic. "1" and so QS3 
is cutoff, which block the above-noted current path. 

As an alternative interpretation of Fig. 8, there is a 
feedback signal from NAND gate 87 to the input of FET Q23 which 
performs current path blocking; the first and second circuit. 
..components read on the combination of FETs Q23, 025, 026 and 
NAND gate 87, respectively; the path is from the high power 
supply terminal through FETs Q23, Q25 and Q26 down to ground (it 
is cutoff when the output of NAND gate 87 goes high) . 

Also note that the clock signal recited in claim 13 can be 
read on any of the three clock signals shown in Fig. 8 of 
Chappell etal. 
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7. Claim 29 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35. U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 5-12 and 14-28 are objected to as being dependent . 
upon a rejected base, claim, but would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base ' 
claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's' disclosure. 

Note Fig. 2 of Hsu et al . 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth 
B. Wells whose telephone number is (571)272-1757. The examiner 
can normally- be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan, 
can be reached at (571)272^1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system, status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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